THE PERSONAL PREROGATIVES

Resolutions designed to form the basis of the Parliament Bill were
introduced on 29 March and disposed of by 14 April, when the Parlia-
ment Bill was read a first time. On the latter date Mr Asquith explained
the next step:

If the Lords fail to accept our policy, or decline to consider it as it is
formally presented to the House, we shall feel it our duty immediately to
tender advice to the Crown as to the steps which will have to be taken if that
policy is to receive statutory effect in this Parliament. What the precise terms
of that advice will be.. .it will, of course, not be right for me to say now;
but if we do not find ourselves in a position to ensure that statutory effect
shall be given to that policy in this Parliament, we shall then either resign
our offices or recommend the dissolution of Parliament. Let me add this, that
in no case will we recommend a dissolution except under such conditions
as will secure that in the new Parliament the judgment of the people as
expressed at the elections will be carried into law.1

On 27 April a meeting was held at Lambeth Palace which was clearly
suggested by the King, since it was summoned by the Archbishop of
Canterbury at the request of Lord Knollys. Besides the Archbishop
and Lord Knollys there were present only Lord Esher and Mr Balfour.
Thus, the purpose of the meeting was obviously to enable the King to
find out Mr Balfour's views on the creation of peers. The Archbishop
expressed the view that if the King was asked to create 500 peers to pass
the Parliament Bill through the then Parliament his course seemed clear,
but that it was not so clear what he should do if he were asked to grant
a dissolution coupled with a promise to create peers in the event of
a Liberal majority being returned after the election.2

Mr Balfour carefully refrained from expressing a positive opinion,
but the bent of his mind was clearly in favour of the King's refusing
a promise. He said that the refusal, if decided upon, should be in a care-
fully worded document. **It would require care, but.. .a satisfactory
document could be framed, and, if successfully framed, would add
lustre to the position of the Sovereign/3 He pointed out that if the
Government's proposal were refused the Government would resign,
he, Mr Balfour, would then form a Government, and immediately ask
the King to grant him a dissolution. There was some discussion on

1 16 H.C.Deb. 5 s., 1548.         3 EsherPapers, n, pp. 456-7.         Ibid, n, p. 457.
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